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STATE BEPUBLICAN COMMITTEE. 



I. 

No man whose name will be submitted to the St. Louis Con- 
vention as a candidate for the high office of President combines 
so many qualifications for the position as Governor Levi P. Mor- 
ton. He is pre-eminently an ideal candidate and if nominated 
and elected he will make an ideal Chief Executive of the nation. 

Governor Morton's career has singularly fitted him to dis- 
charge the duties of President. His name is associated with suc- 
cess. As a business man and financier he has no superior. As a 
member of Congress, Minister to France, Vice-President of the 
United States and Governor of the Empire State of New York, 
he has rendered very eminent service to his country ; he has earned 
the gratitude and respect and admiration of every true American 
citizen. 

Many people believe that the nominee of the St. Louis Con- 
vention, whoever he may be, will be elected. I hope that this 
may be true, for the weakest Eepublican candidate would un- 
doubtedly give the country a better and more satisfactory admin- 
istration than the best Democrat that could be named. But, 
at the same time, it is not safe for the Republicans to assume that 
they are going to have a walk-over at the Presidential election in 
November. Manifold as the blunders of the Democratic party 
have been, combined with the imbecility and incompetency of 
the present administration, they will not prevent the Democracy 
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from making a hard struggle to retain control of the govern- 
ment, and they will not keep the mass of the Democratic voters 
from going to the polls next November and voting their ticket 
straight. It is, unfortunately, a confirmed habit with Democrats 
to support their party right or wrong. 

The Eepublicans should present to the country as their 
standard bearer, their strongest candidate, a man whose name 
will in itself be a guarantee of success. But admitting that who- 
ever may be nominated at St. Louis will be chosen President in 
November, that fact in itself ought to make the Eepublicans all 
the more careful in the selection of their candidate. The elec- 
tion of a weak or incompetent Republican President would per- 
haps prove more disastrous to the party than a defeat at the polls 
in November. Such a man would give the country an adminis- 
tration which would drive the Eepublicans out of power at the 
succeeding Presidential election and prevent them perhaps from 
regaining control of national government again during the life- 
time of the present generation. 

Much will be expected of the next administration. The mis- 
takes of the Democratic administration will have to be rectified. 
The finances of the country must be placed upon a sound foun- 
dation. Sufficient revenue will have to be provided to pay the 
current expenses of the government. Foreign complications will 
also confront the next administration, and the President should 
be a man who by experience has demonstrated his ability to guide 
the ship of state with safety and credit to the country and his 
party. 

The tariff is not the only issue before the American people. 
No one can deny or doubt that the great principle of protection 
to American industries and American labor will be as safe in the 
hands of Governor Morton as in those of any other man. 

Some people are disposed to argue that Governor Morton is 
too old to perform the duties of President. History has shown 
that there is practically no arbitrary limitation as to age in the 
usefulness and ability of public officials to serve their country. 
Some men are old and broken down at fifty, while others are as 
capable of attending to all the duties of active life at a much 
greater age. The great statesmen of Europe are mostly old 
men. 

No man who knows Governor Morton personally would think of 
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suggesting that he had reached an age which unfitted him to hold 
important public positions. The duties of the Governor of New 
York are fully as exacting and laborious as those of the Chief Ex- 
ecutive of the nation. There has not been a day since Governor 
Morton took the oath of office at Albany that he has not given his 
personal attention to the discharge of his official functions as well 
as the equally exacting social duties. He has in fact shown a 
marvellous capacity for work aud endurance both physically and 
mentally. He is younger to-day in all that goes to make a man 
young, than the average man of fifty or sixty. 

The Republican party has been in existence forty years. 
During that time it has elected seven Presidents, but no candi- 
date has ever been taken from the State of New York by the 
Republicans, although for a good many years the electoral vote 
of this State has been a very important if not a deciding, factor 
in the election of President. In the judgment of conservative 
observers, the electoral vote of the Empire State this year will 
be necessary to the candidate who is elected. New York Re- 
publicans have a valid claim on the nomination, and I am con- 
fident that the St. Louis Convention will, after careful and 
deliberate consideration of the situation, give its decision in 
favor of Governor Morton. 

T. C. Plats. 

II. 

New York will present Governor Levi P. Morton to the 
Republican National Convention at St. Louis, and its delegates 
will unanimously ask his nomination for the Presidency. Though 
the Empire State has been repeatedly honored in the selection of 
candidates for this office by the Democratic party, the Republi- 
cans have never selected as their standard-bearer a citizen of this 
Commonwealth. New York has been for more than a qnarter of 
a century a pivotal State in national politics. Its commercial 
and industrial interests are so preponderating in the family of 
States, so varied in character and so in touch and sympathy 
with every part of the Union, that its majorities are sometimes 
in favor of the one, and sometimes of the other, of the great 
parties of the country. Confident as we Republicans are that wo 
shall win in the next election, there are still dangers which 
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confront us of too serious moment to permit us to take success 
for granted. In presenting her candidate, New York will say 
of him that it is not problematical whether he can carry 
the State. His record of 156,000 majority shows his over- 
whelming popularity and vote-getting power- He has proved 
his fitness for the presidential office as a citizen and a business 
man, a Member of Congress, Minister of the United States 
to France, Vice-President of the United States and Governor of 
the State of New York. In each of these positions he has con- 
spicuously displayed a high degree of intelligence and singular 
capacity for wise administration in both private and public 
affairs. He has the courage of his convictions and both by vote 
and voice is on record and in line with the principles of the 
Kepublican party. He is for protection, reciprocity, sound 
money, and a vigorous and intelligent assertion of the American 
principle embodied in the Monroe Doctrine. 

The Venezuelan question has demonstrated the value, in the 
presidential office, of diplomacy. Governor Morton while main- 
taining the rights of America, and strongly and intelligently en- 
forcing her impregnable position upon the Monroe Doctrine, 
would have done it in a message so clearly and decisively as to 
raise no question for argument upon the language of his paper as 
to the American position upon that doctrine, and at the same time 
to leave the ultimate question of war where the Constitution 
places it, among the representatives of the people. 

As Vice-President of the United States, Governor Morton 
won for himself, by the impartialty of his decisions, his uniform 
courtesy in the chair and wise counsels to his party friends, the 
regard of those of his own faith and a measure of respect from 
those opposed to him which has seldom been accorded to the 
presiding officer of the Senate. 

The position of the Governor of the State of New York is 
always a difficult one, because of the different conditions and 
often antagonistic needs of the cities and the rural communities. 
These questions are more acute here than in any other State of 
the Union. The Governor's influence upon legislation has been 
so conspicuous for reform and good government as to command, 
even while he is a candidate for the Presidency, approval by the 
press of all parties. Our country is, beyond all things else, a busi- 
ness nation. In the United States to a larger extent than in any 
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other country the change is more frequent from poverty to 
wealth, from nothing to competency, from employee to em- 
ployer, and from a subordinate to a superior officer. This phase 
of American possibilities in American opportunities is conspicu- 
ously illustrated in Mr. Morton's career. Beginning as the son 
of a country clergyman in New England, without acquaintance 
beyond his Tillage, or financial assistance of any kind, he has 
become by his business talent and commercial foresight one of 
the successful merchants and bankers of the country, and he has 
won distinction in these two most difficult branches of active life. 
Beyond any other nation, the United States needs a busi- 
ness administration. Wrecked enterprises, the closing of mills, 
furnaces and factories, hundreds of thousands of workmen out of 
employment, and a paralysis of industries, have clearly established 
what can be done where this faculty is lacking in the government 
of the country. Uncertainty in anance which assails national 
credit, produces wide fluctuations in values, and prevents the ad- 
vent of the era of permanent prosperity, affords additional rea- 
sons, and among them the most urgent ones, why a business man 
should occupy the Presidential chair. A business man would 
know that the revenues of the country must be greater than its 
expenditures, or public and private disaster will inevitably follow. 
The experience of the last three year8 presents lamentable evi- 
dence of this truth. A business man as President would have 
suggested the measures and devised the remedies to prevent a 
condition of the Treasury which should call for the borrowing of 
money and the issuing of bonds to maintain the national credit 
and meet the necessities of the Treasury. Certainly, Governor 
Morton 'with his experience and wisdom in financial affairs, 
if a necessity had aruen for the sale of our securities, would have 
so keenly appreciated the high credit of our country and known so 
well how to maintain it, that the Treasury would have been many 
millions of dollars richer. Governor Morton, as the Republican 
nominee, would be in his career, in his business success, in the wis- 
dom of his public actions and speeches, and in his position upon 
the questions affecting the national credit, the welfare and the 
honor of the country, a most attractive and popular candidate. 
Farmers and merchants, manufacturers and artisans, professional 
and laboring men, would all feel assured that in his election the 
country would enter again upon a long period of development 
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and prosperity, and would know once more an era of universal 
employment and of good wages, and that general happiness which 
comes from the increase and distribution of national wealth. 

Chauncey M. Depew. 



III. 

The selection of a oandidate for the Presidency oy the Repub- 
lican party at the present time is of the greatest importance to 
the party and to the whole country for the reason that the belief 
is almost universal that the candidate chosen at the coming con- 
vention at St. Louis will receive a majority of the votes cast at 
the election in November. 

During the thirty years that the Republican party controlled 
the Government it always selected as its standard -bearer a man 
who represented the principles of the party and who gave the 
country a wise and economical administration of public affairs, 
the results of which were shown in the reduction of the debt, in 
the improvement of the credit of the country, in the reduction of 
the rate of interest and in the general improvement of the condi- 
tion of the people. Every industry was flourishing, manufact- 
ures increased much more rapidly than during any other period 
of the nation's history, facilities for transportation were largely 
improved and cheapened, and the wages of all classes of labor 
were nearly double over what they were in 1860 ; and the total 
wealth of the country was augmented fourfold. In 1893 the ad- 
ministration became Democratic in all its branches for the first 
time since President Buchanan retired from office. The policies of 
the Republican party were reversed. As a result, our industries 
were prostrated, our transportation lines were, to a large extent, 
bankrupted, laborers were thrown out of employment, wages 
were reduced and the consumption of our products largely 
diminished. The masses of our people believe that these disasters 
were due to these changes of policy in the national administra- 
tion ; and tbey now see no prospect of an enjoyment of the pros- 
perity of Republican times, except by returning the Republican 
party to control. Republicanism, as understood by the people 
to-day, means a protective tariff, sound money, opposition to the 
free coinage of silver and a strong and conservative foreiga 
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policy maintaining the Monroe doctrine in its entirety and pro- 
tecting American interests at all points by means of an adequate 
navy and perfect coast defences. 

Governor Morton's record as a public officer is a sure guarantee 
that in his hands all these policies and interests may be secnrely 
trusted, and will be absolutely safe. He is known to be a 
thorough protectionist and a sound money man of the soundest 
character. If he is nominated and elected President there will 
be no longer any doubt in the minds of our people, or in any 
foreign countries, as to what our financial policy will be, and our 
securities everywhere will be taken without hesitation and with- 
out fear that they will be paid in money other than the best 
money of the world. Our credit will be restored to the condition 
it was in when General Harrison turned the Government over to 
the Democrats. At that time we were able to borrow money at 
two and a half per cent. 

The business of the country can never be restored to the 
prosperous condition of 1892 until all doubt has been dispelled as 
to the re-enactment of a protective tariff law and the settlement 
of the financial question upon the basis above stated. 

Governor Morton is a man easily approached and one who 
would listen to the advices of his party ; and when a decision is 
finally reached, he has the firmness to carry it into execution, at 
whatever cost. 

The President of the United States is the servant of the 
people, not their master. Looking at the subject from every 
possible standpoint, it will be seen that Governor Morton has all 
the requisites necessary to make a successful President. He is a 
man who would strengthen his party instead of weakening it, 
and would doubtless receive the approval of a great majority of 
our people, without regard to party. 

Wabneb Millee. 



IV. 

At a juncture in the history of the United States when the 
paramount questions which are most likely to present themselves 
through the next four years are those affecting the financial poli- 
cies to be pursued, our international relations, and the adequate 
protection of our home industries without unnecessary disturb- 
ance of the vast business arrangements which have been based on 
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prevailing tariff schedules, it would seem that if a citizen other- 
wise qualified existed, whose life had been spent in acquiring 
special experience in these branches of political and economic 
science, the country would be fortunate if his services, as the 
Chief Executive of the nation, during the period of the solution 
of the intricate problems to be adjusted, could be secured. 

To me it appears that the present Governor of the State of 
New York possesses this qualification to an extent that makes 
him singular and unique in this respect. His steady progression 
from one plane of activity to another, as a farmer, a merchant, a 
manufacturer, a banker, a legislator, a foreign minister, a Vice- 
President r and Chief Executive of this State, have presented un- 
equalled opportunities for diversified and all-embracing knowl- 
edge, acquired by personal experience in every important sphere 
of industry and occupation which will be materially affected by 
the decision of the great pending national questions. 

There is one inborn attribute in which he seems to be promi- 
nent, which is the possession of a sound conservatism, never 
swayed by sudden impulse, or shaken by what may appear to be, 
often mistakenly so, an exigent public demand. He seems always 
to have been able to distinguish between such prevailing policies 
as were destined to be ephemeral and those which were found to 
be sound and lasting, and to have been able to determine with rare 
judgment, and unswayed by the excitement of the moment, as to 
the wisdom of the adoption or rejection of principles governing 
public action. Then, too, he is a man who possesses the rare at- 
tribute of being unspoiled by success ; he is still as simple, as 
straightforward, as approachable, as honestly congenial, as he was 
at the beginning of his career. 

The Eepublicans of the Empire State have been modest and 
self-sacrificing. To them, since the creation of the party, has not 
yet been accorded the privilege of the selection of a nominee for 
this proudest office in the gift of any people. The destinies of the 
party and the fortunes of the country have uniformly depended 
upon its political attitude, which has only in very exceptional 
cases proved unreliable. Doing much, giving much, sacrificing 
much, it has hitherto been accorded scant consideration by the 
Eepublicans of other States. It seems but simple justice to 
acquiesce in its unanimous suggestion for the elevation of its 
favorite son to the post which it covets for him as the crowning 
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and deserved glory of a private and public life of singular merit 
and desert. His nomination, and the election which, of course, 
would certainly follow it, would secure the certainty, not only of 
the perpetuated Republicanism of the State, but of the real stal- 
wart, unfaltering Republicanism of this great metropolis. Its 
citizens, by a vast majority, would respond to the compliment 
of the nomination of their fellow-citizen, by affiliation with the 
party whose courtesies to him he has repaid by an unswerving de- 
votion to its great principles and purposes. 

Edward Lautbbbach. 



The Presidential situation in 1896 differs essentially from 
that which has prevailed in any Presidential year since the forma- 
tion of the Eepublican Party. The nation has suffered from an 
unprecedented depression in every department of business activity 
since the inauguration of Grover Cleveland in March, 1893, and 
it has suffered without hope of relief so long as either of the great 
departments of the Government remained in the hands of the 
Democratic Party. The popular feeling against the Democracy 
is so strongly marked that for more than two years it has been 
perfectly plain to every intelligent observer that the Republican 
candidate for President this fall was practically certain to be 
elected by a very great majority. It therefore comes about that 
for almost the first time in the party's history a nomination is 
deemed nearly equivalent to an election. Under these circum- 
stances it is not surprising to find every business interest in the 
whole nation uniting in an appeal to the delegates to the St Louis 
Convention to place in nomination a safe man, and to give the 
business men a candidate for whom they can cast their ballots 
with the serene confidence that in voting for the man they are 
not taking a leap in the dark. This is no time for experiments, 
and the interests at stake are too vast to allow any thoughtful 
mind to consider the wisdom of making an experiment by elect- 
ing an untried man for the Presidency. 

The Republicans of New York have no hesitation in announc- 
ing that in Governor Levi P. Morton they present a candidate 
for President who in every way answers the requirements of the 
hour. He has been tried in public position over and over again, 
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and in no instance has he failed to rise to the demands made upon 
him. He was an excellent Member of Congress ; he was a model 
Minister to France ; he was a model Vice-President of the United 
States. All the nation knows the reputation he has gained and 
is gaining as Governor of the State of New York. No one is in 
doubt as to his position on any and every public question. He 
believes in protection ; he believes in reciprocity ; he stands for 
sound money ; he believes in upholding the honor and the credit 
of the Union everywhere and under all circumstances ; he 
believes in dealing with foreign powers as we would have foreign 
powers deal with us ; and he knows the value of a thoughtful, 
considerate and temperate treatment of all national affairs. 

Governor Morton is an advocate of the strictest economy in 
public expenditures. His untiring effort to prevent unnecessary 
appropriations by the State Legislature is most convincing proof 
of his attention to the needs of the taxpayers. And, while this 
is true, his equally watchful care for the welfare of the working 
men has been demonstrated by his course in providing work for 
the laborers on the Capitol in Albany when the regular appropri- 
ation had been exhausted. His practical benevolence has been 
often and widely attested, and his generous contributions to the 
sufferers from the famine in Ireland, and for the relief of the vic- 
tims of yellow fever in the South, are matters of familiar record. 

We believe that in Governor Morton we have the strongest can- 
didate before all the people that could be designated at St. Louis. 
His name has now been before the country for nearly half a year 
and not a word has been uttered against him. His record of a 
quarter of a century of public life and public effort is an abso- 
lutely spotless one — as clearly spotless as his equally honorable 
and equally long connection with active business undertakings. 
He knows the necessities of the great business concerns of the 
nation ; he is in thorough sympathy with the hopes of the men 
who wish to promote the material welfare of the nation and of 
the individuals of the nation, and we believe that welfare would 
be surely and well served by his nomination. 

C. W. Hackett. 



